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THE NATIONAL RESURRECTION OF ISRAEL
AND HER FUTURE GLORY

IN

in this series of radio messages on present world conditions in the light of Bible prophecy, we first
considered the general conditions that are to prevail at the close
of "the times of the Gentiles"-religious declension, world wars,
famine, pestilence, and earthquakes. Then we saw that God's
Word foretells the existence of three great confederacies of Gen
tile nations at the close of this age, culminating in the short, but
terrible, rule of a world dictator, even the Antichrist. We saw
that he will arise out of the revived Roman Empire; that he will
conquer his "great antagonist," "the king of the north," also
called "the prince of Rosh"; and that he will subdue "the kings
of the east" with their army of two hundred million. And we
viewed the life-sized portrait of this coming world dictator, as
pictured for us by Daniel, Paul, John, and the Lord Jesus Himself.
As we compared the present "distress of nations" with these
inspired prophecies of God concerning things to come, we found
that the stage seems to be set for the swiftly approaching world
drama at the end of the age. And with thankful hearts we saw
that, perhaps very soon, our Lord will call the church home.
Then after the seven-year rule of the Antichrist, closing with
"the great tribulation" period, the Lord Jesus will return to earth,
visibly, bodily, gloriously, to be Israel's King, as well as Ruler
over all the earth.
In our lesson today we want to see what God says in the
thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh chapters of Ezekiel concerning
the national resurrection of Israel and her future glory. The na
tional and political restoration of Israel will apparently be encour
aged by the Antichrist for a time; but in the midst of his reign;
that is, after three and one-half years, he will turn on Israel to
destroy her. That will be "the time of Jacob's trouble," to end
which Christ will return in glory.
We review all this just here, in order that those who have
recently joined our radio Bible class may get clearly in mind a
bird's-eye-view of all these things. That is the only way to grasp
the full meaning of these God-given prophecies. Then as we go
back to fill in the details of the picture, we shall get them in their
right setting. And our lesson today is one of filling in the details
concerning Israel's restoration-nationally, politically, and spir
itually, as presented in the thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh chap
ters of Ezekiel. Then in our next lesson we shall study chapters
thirty-eight and thirty-nine of this prophecy, noting in particuOUR FORMER STUDIES
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lar what God says of the great northern confederacy in the end
of this age-Russia, Germany, and allied peoples. Ezekiel tells
us, in these chapters, the part which this northern confederacy
will play in the final struggle of the demoniacal Gentile world
powers against God's ancient people, Israel.
Let me urge you to keep your open Bibles before you as you
listen to these broadcasts. And may the Holy Spirit enlighten our
hearts and minds in regard to these truths. As the coming of the
Lord draws near, we should all be heralding the message, pointing
lost men and women to Him, the only Saviour from eternal con
demnation and woe.
ISRAEL'S DISPERSION-GOD'S
CHASTISEMENT
FOR HER APOSTASY

Someone has said that these four chapters of Ezekiel, 36-39,
present a great moving picture of Israel-past, present, and fu
ture: Israel past, idolatrous and disobedient to God; Israel pres
ent, scattered among the nations in chastisement for her sin; Israel
future, restored and blessed in the millennial reign of Christ, her
Messiah and King. (See also Rom. 9-11 for another clear out
line of Israel past, present, and future.)
Now let us read Ezek. 36:1-23, noting particularly how God
reminds Israel that her dispersion among the nations is in chastise
ment for her sin. Here are a few of the significant passages from
this message of God to His people:
"The enemy hath said against you, Aha, even the ancient
high places are ours in possession. .. They have made you desolate ... an infamy of the people ... a prey and derision ... ye
have borne the shame of the heathen ('heathen' in all these
verses means 'nations') . . . When the house of Israel dwelt
in their own land, they defiled it by their own way and by
their doings. .. Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for
the blood that they had shed upon the land, and for their
idols wherewith they had polluted it: and I scattered them
among the heathen, and they were dispersed through the coun
tries: according to their way and according to their doings
I judged them, And when they entered unto the heathen,
whither they went, they profaned my holy name."

What an indictment! At least three times in this passage
God says that Israel "profaned" His "holy name." Furthermore,
God reminds His apostate people that for His "holy name's sake"
He will restore Israel, that the nations may know that He is
the Lord.
Now when God told Ezekiel that He had "scattered" His
people, He meant exactly what He said. It has been stated, on
[3]

good authority, that there is not a nook or cranny on the face of
the whole earth where the Jew is not found. If you go to the
northern ice fields of Alaska, you will find the Jew. If you sail
through the tropical isles of the southern seas, there you will find
the Jew. In the heart of Africa, on the plateaus of Tibet, and
on the streets of New York City, London, Jerusalem-every
where you see the familiar and unmistakable face of the Jew.
For hundreds of years Israel had tried the patience of her
long-suffering God before He scattered that nation throughout
the world. Read the books of Moses, from Genesis through Deu
teronomy, to see the many failures and the incessant murmur
ings of the people, even while God was leading them from Egypt
to Canaan with a mighty hand. Read the Book of Judges to see
the repeated apostasies, with the consequent punishments sent by
Jehovah, in order to turn His people from their backslidings.
Remember the times almost without number when the kings of
both Judah and Israel did "that which was evil in the sight of
the Lord." I tell you, my friends, the mercy and long-suffering of
Israel's God-and our God-cause us to marvel. But apostasy
followed apostasy until finally God scattered Israel among all the
nations under heaven. And for more than nineteen weary cen
turies the Jew has trodden from pillar to post, finding no rest for
the sole of his foot. Truly he is "the wandering Jew." No coun
try is his home, yet he is found in every land. No race assimilates
him, yet there is no people with whom he does not live a troubled
existence. How aptly does Deut. 28:64-67 describe this dispersed,
persecuted, wandering people!
"And the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from
the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou
shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers
have known, even wood and stone. And among these nations
shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have
rest: but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, and
failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: and thy life shall hang
in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and
shalt have none assurance of thy life: in the morning thou
shalt say, Would God it were even! and at even thou shalt
say, Would God it were morning! for the fear of thine heart
wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes
which thou shalt see."

That paragraph might have been clipped from one of our
current newspapers, for all its up-to-date-ness. And yet it was
written by the Holy Spirit, through Moses, more than fourteen
hundred years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem! It is a pic
ture of the centuries-old Jewish wanderer, with no country, no
[ 4]

home, no rest, no assurance of life; with only a trembling heart
and fear of death. It is a picture of God's chastisement-"child
training"-for Israel because of her complete failure to love and
serve Him. What a lesson is here for us, my friends, and for those
who spurn the offer of God's mercy through Christ! How much
sorer punishment will be meted out to those who consistently re
ject His full and free salvation! We tremble to think of God's
wrath that must be poured out upon an anarchistic, Christ-reject
ing world.
ISRAEL'S FUTURE RESTORATION

I. "Hath God Cast Away His People?" The words which
we have just read from Ezekiel would leave a dark, dark picture
in our minds, were we to stop there. But let us go on to Israel's
promised deliverance foretold in the same chapter.
Centuries after Ezekiel lived, the Apostle Paul raised the
question, "Hath God cast away his people?" (Rom. 11: l). And,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he answered, saying, "God
hath not cast away his people which he foreknew" (Rom. 11 :2).
Even though they are scattered among all the nations of the
world, Jehovah has not forgotten His chosen people, Israel. He
has a future for them, which is glorious with all the light of His
never-failing promises. And some of these promises are found in
Ezek. 36:22-28, from which we quote in part:
"Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the
Lord God ... I will take you from among the nations (R. V.),
and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into
your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you,
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all
your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give
you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an
heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments,
and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to
your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your

God."

These are wonderful words; and how they tend to soothe
the hearts that are nigh to be broken over Israel's condition today!
There is coming a time when God will act swiftly and with cer
tainty on Israel's behalf. We know of a surety that these events
will come to pass when God's eternal Son returns unto His own
who once rejected Him. He will come with power and great
glory, "and his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of
Olives" ( Zech. 14: 4) . This is His promise to Israel as a nation.
[5]

Repeatedly in these verses which we have just read God
says, "I will." These are not the vain promises of men; they are
the sure, infallible promises of God Himself. If you are inclined
to doubt the literal fulfillment of these words, my friend, remem
ber that the conditions of verse 19 were fulfilled to the very letter;
for God assuredly did "scatter" Israel. Now if these words were
literally and actually fulfilled, by what law of interpretation
can we say that the verses which follow will not also be actually
fufilled to the very letter? When God promised that He had
not "cast away his people," He meant exactly what He said.
2. "A New Heart Also Will I Give You." Here is some
thing that gives us comfort. That stony heart of Israel, which has
withstood the gracious pleading of their God for so long is to be
replaced; and in its room there is to be a God-given heart of flesh.
What does this mean? Just this: that God is going to re-fashion
the Jewish character. In the place of disagreeable traits, He will
give them characteristics of which He Himself will approve. His
Holy Spirit will rule in them; and when this has come to pass,
they will serve God from the heart. Then they will gladly walk
in His statutes and keep His commandments. We all know that
there are many traits in the Jewish personality which are hard
to like; but this is also true of Gentiles, and let us not forget it!
Besides, we should love Israel for Christ's sake, even though we
may not like all they are and all they do. But in that day foretold
by Ezekiel all these objectionable traits of character will be
changed; and a new and truly lovable spirit will be given His peo
ple by the Lord Himself. They will recognize in Jesus their long
unseen Messiah. John tells us that "he came unto his own, and his
own received him not" (John 1:12). But when He comes again,
Israel will spontaneously and joyfully acclaim Him as their long
awaited Messiah; and with new hearts they will serve Him.
3. "I Will Bring You into Your Own Land." God gave the
land of Palestine to the fathers of Israel, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob. In that future day, of which the prophet wrote,
God will lead Israel, not to Ethiopia, not to China, not to South
Africa, not to any of the places to which the scheming politicians
of the world have thought to send them. Nor is Ezekiel's record
of God's grant of this land to Israel an isolated utterance in the
Holy Scriptures. At least three times the promise was confirmed
to Abraham, and later to Isaac, to Jacob, and to David; and
hundreds of times God reassured His people of this part of His
covenant with Israel. Palestine belongs to the Jew! It is not the
prerogative of any man or nation or government to attempt to
[6]

give this land to any other people. Nor is the narrow strip which
the Jews once occupied all the land given to them by God. In
Gen. 15:18 we read,
"In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram,
saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates."

Some have wondered not a little how the entire population
of Jews the world over could ever find subsistence in the small
section of land between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean
Sea. But they do not know that the land which God originally
gave to Abram and to his seed is about fifty times the size of that
portion conquered by Joshua. Therefore, we need not fear about
the man-made schemes to keep Israel from her homeland. No
one in earth or in hell can prevent the return of the Jew to his
own land of promise. All the diabolical plots of Satan and his
hosts can not stay the execution of God's appointed plan. The
Jew will return to Palestine, even as He said.
4. "The Wastes Shall Be Builded." Let us read to the end
of this thirty-sixth chapter of Ezekiel, beginning with verse 29.
We shall quote only portions of these wonderful words here:

''I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no
famine upon you. And I will multiply the fruit of the tree,
and the increase of the field ... I will also cause you to dwell
in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. And the desolate
land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all
that passed by. And they shall say, This land that was deso
late is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and deso
late and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited...
So shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they
shall know that I am the Lord."
My friends, this is already coming to pass in a remarkable de
gree. Later in this lesson, as we come to the study of the next
chapter of Ezekiel, we shall see just a little of the marvels of
scientific farming and progress industrially, culturally, and edu
cationally in this ancient land today, promoted and encouraged by
the Zionist Movement. And surely even greater development lies
in the not far distant future. The Word of Israel's God can
not be broken!
THE NATIONAL RESURRECTION OF ISRAEL

1. Ezekiel's Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones. The thirty
seventh chapter of Ezekiel opens with the strange vision, which
God gave to the prophet, interpreted by God Himself, and pie
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turing the national resurrection of Israel. This intensely dramatic
scene must have made an indelible impression upon the prophet's
mind as he gazed upon it. Listen to the story:
"The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out
in the spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the
valley which was full of bones, and caused me to pass by them
round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open
valley; and, lo, they were very dry" (verses 1, 2).

As Ezekiel looked upon this valley, filled with the bones of
human skeletons, bleached and dry, the horrible desolation of the
scene must have caused him to wonder what message God had
for him in the strange sight. Then it was God who spoke to His
prophet in the question which follows:
2. "Can These Bones Live?" Possibly Ezekiel had never
been more at a loss to know what to answer than he was when
God asked him this question. Humanly speaking, there was not
the slightest possibility of bringing life to this dismal scene. His
answer was a wise one, "O Lord God, thou knowest." God knew;
Ezekiel did not know what God intended to do.
3.

"Ye Shall Live." Again God spoke to Ezekiel, saying:

"Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God
unto these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into
you, and ye shall live: and I will lay sinews upon you, and
will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I
am the Lord" ( verses 4-6) .

What a strange audience, before which to prophesy! But Ezekiel
obeyed God; and as he did so, a miracle was wrought.
4. "And the Bones Came Together." The prophet con
tinued:
"So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied,
there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came
together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the sinews
and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them
above: but there was no breath in them" (verses 7, 8).

And the prophet looked out upon a valley full of the dead bodies
of human beings.
5.

"And Breath Came into Them." Told to "prophesy

unto the wind," Ezekiel said:
"Thus saith the Lord God, Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.
[8]

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an
exceeding great army" (verses 9, 10).

What a sight to behold! And how the prophet must have won
dered at the meaning of so strange a miracle! But God did not
leave him in doubt; for He gave to Ezekiel also the interpre
tation of the vision; we read it in verses 11-14.

6. The Vision-A Picture of Israel's National Resurrection.
God's explanation is unmistakable: "These bones are the whole
house of Israel" (verse 11) ; the "graves" are the nations of the
world, in which Israel has been buried nationally for centuries;
but the day will come when God will restore His ancient people to
their own land. For a long, weary period of the world's history
the oppressed Jew has said, "Our bones are dried, and our hope is
lost: we are cut off for our parts" (verse 11). But the Lord has
a message for His people:
"Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the
land of Israel ... and shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall
live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye
know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith
the Lord" ( verses 12-14).

This vision of the restoration of the nation of Israel does not
represent, as some think, a physical resurrection to a second
chance. This would be contrary to all the positive teaching of
the Word of God. What a man does with the Lord Jesus in this
life determines forever the destiny of his never-dying soul. More
over, as we have often said before, every individual, whether Jew
or Gentile, must accept Christ as his own personal Saviour if he
would spend eternity with Him. What we see in this thirty
seventh chapter of Ezekiel is God's prophecy of Israel's national
resurrection. Let us keep this clearly in mind.
For many dreary centuries the Jew has been buried in the
cemetery of the Gentile nations. But the day will come; indeed,
it seems to be upon us, when God will open the "graves," so to
speak; and He will lead His people back to their own homeland.
National Israel has long been dead in the "graves" of Russia, Ger
many, England, France, Italy, Canada, the United States of
America-in every nation under heaven. Her bones have been
bleached, throughout the passing centuries, in the valley of the
nations of the world. But a glorious resurrection awaits this long
despised people of God. Then they will be "the head of the na
tions" of the world, and not "the tail." (See Deut. 28:13.)
[ 9]

THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT-THE COMING TOGETHER
OF THE DRY BONES

The coming together of the dry bones; and, indeed, their
being covered with "sinews" and "flesh" and "skin," represent
what we are witnessing today in the Zionist Movement, a world
organization to restore Palestine to the Jew. As many as are per
mitted to return to the land of their fathers are going back, but
in unbelief. There is "no breath in them," Spirit-given life from
God. Why? Because, as a nation, they still reject their Messiah
and the only Saviour. They are still "dead in trespasses and sins"
(Eph. 2: 1). The Zionist Movement is political and national, not
spiritual; but it is preparatory to the time when "breath" from
God shall be given them; spiritual breath, that they may live
unto God. Zechariah foretold that wonderful day when he
wrote, saying, "They shall look upon me whom they have pierced.
. . In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for un
cleanness" (Zech. 12: 10; 13: 1) .
The Zionist Movement began in 1896 with a group of Jew
ish patriots who banded together to work for the repatriation
of world Jewry in their ancient homeland. Since that day revolu
tionary changes have taken place in Palestine, in preparation for
the time when God will put "breath" into His people.
The first World War of 1914-1918 radically changed the
picture in the Near East as it took the Promised Land from the
domination of the "unspeakable Turk" and placed it under the
protection of Great Britain. Along with this came the signifi
cant Balfour Declaration, issued by the government of the
British Empire. It read, in part, "His Majesty's government
views with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, and will use its best endeavors to
facilitate the achievement of this object." No wonde·r the Jewish
press on that memorable day jubilantly reported: "With one
step the Jewish cause has made a great bound forward. The Jew
is at last coming to his rights. In place of his being a wanderer
in every clime, he is to be given a home in his ancient land. The
day of his exile is to be ended."
There were few Jews in the land before the turn of the
twentieth century, but the real influx of immigration began
about the year 1921. Orders were given to allow the Jews to
enter as quickly as the land could be prepared to care for them.
Until the last three years, the passing months saw ever-increasing
numbers of the world's wanderers going home-they believed,
[10]

to peace and security. Today there are nearly 500,000 Jews with
in the boundaries of Palestine. In spite of the recent edict to stop
all immigration of Israel to Palestine, there has grown up a large,
though illicit, traffic by skippers of small boats, whereby many are
smuggled in at unguarded points. Forced to pay from three-hun
dred to four-hundred dollars for steerage on these boats, yet those
who can afford it are glad to pay, in order once more to set foot
on the land of their fathers.
THE TRANSFORMATION OF DESOLATE PALESTINE
INTO A FRUITFUL GARDEN

Earlier in this lesson we read in Ezek. 36:35 that it is writ
ten, "And they shall say, This land that is desolate is become like
the garden of Eden." And those who have seen Palestine before
the last World War, comparing it with Palestine today, can testify
that these words of Ezekiel are verily coming to pass before our
eyes in this present hour.
The will to work and the joy in the doing, manifested by
these returning exiles, is a sight beautiful to behold. And the
progress goes on apace. Roads are being repaired and surfaced
throughout the land. New highways are being completed. Fever
infested swamps have been drained; and the Valley of Jezreel,
which was pestilential for so long, is now becoming a fruitful
garden. On the barren slopes of many hills nearly two million
grape vines have been planted, the majority of which were from
government nurseries. Fruit production is greatly on the in
crease, and the latest figures that we have been able to obtain show
that last year some ten million cases of oranges were produced and
exported from the Jaffa section. We are told that railway facili
ties are so good that it is possible to pick grapes from the Samari
tan hills in the afternoon and have them on the breakfast tables
of Egypt the next morning. Some son of Abraham, with marvel
ous patience, has tabulated the flowering plants growing on the
hills of Palestine, and has found them to number over 2,200
species. Recently I saw some beautifully colored pictures of the
ancient Holy Land; and what was my delight to see that the
hills were covered with the most gorgeous and profuse display of
wild flowers! This surprised me; for I had always seen pictures
of these old hills, bleak and dead, the barren rocks, like whited
skeletons of the centuries, protruding from the scrubby, dry
grass. And does not the Word of God promise all this? "The
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose" (Isa. 3 5: 1) . Surely
this is beginning to come to pass today; at least, in anticipation of
that yet further blossoming forth, when Jesus comes again!
[11]

THE INCREASE IN "THE EARLY AND LATTER RAIN"

In the days of Moses God told His people that, if they would
obey Him, He would give them "the rain" of the land "in his
due season, the first rain and the latter rain," that they might
gather in their "corn" and "wine" and "oil." (See Deut. 11:14.)
James, writing to Christian Jews many centuries later, also
spoke of "the early and latter rain" (James 5:7). For many, long
years the early rains of Palestine had been insufficient; and the
latter rains, of little or no value. But a few years ago the latter
rains began to increase, with the result that in some parts of the
land the soil is able to produce three crops a year. And the ancient
pools of Solomon, which even today supply Jerusalem with
water, have overflowed for the first time in centuries. These pools
were recently measured, and were found to have a capacity of
more than sixty million gallons. When this land comes into full
productiveness, it is believed that it will be without parallel in
all the world.
How all this thrills our hearts when we realize what is in
volved in the transformation of Palestine into "a land flowing
with milk and honey"! It is but one of many significant "signs"
which point to one thing, that Israel is again to behold her Mes
siah, perhaps very soon. And this time He will come, not as the
Babe in Bethlehem's manger; He will come riding upon "a white
horse," as "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS" (Rev.
19: 16). How earnestly we ought to pray, "Come quickly, Lord
Jesus"! And as we pray, let us remember that these vast and tre
mendous changes in the land of Palestine are tokens of the "sin
ews" and "flesh" and "skin" as they are appearing upon the "dry
bones." They are a preparation for the coming of the One who
is to be the "Breath" of life to Israel.
INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS IN PALESTINE TODAY

The progress in industrial development in Palestine is said to
be enormous. Factories are springing up everywhere. Before the
first World War, there was little or no industry, in the modern
sense, in Palestine. But today that ancient land is rapidly becom
ing the world's center of business activity. And I say this advis
edly. Did you know that, before the recent trouble in western
Europe, Great Britain was working on a program to spend
$5,000,000 on the harbor of Haifa, to make it a real harbor, in
order to accommodate the increased traffic there? The great oil
line from the Mosul field reaches the coast at this point. And al
ready at Haifa there are railway workshops, sugar refineries, a
match factory, a cement factory, and a flour mill; and more in[12]

dustries are being established every month. At Jaffa there is a
soap factory making olive oil soap. At Tel-Aviv there is a brick
factory turning out, we are told, more than fifteen million bricks
a year. At Bethlehem there are furniture and textile factories
and knitting works. At Nazareth there are printing shops, ice
and mineral water works. Near Jerusalem there is a red-marble
industry. Building activity, until the recent outbreak of hos
tilities in France, was greatly on the increase; and Palestine was
exporting to Europe and to the United States of America one
hundred times the amount of exports of 1920. I tell you, my
friends, this is nothing short of amazing. And its coming to
pass in such a limited space of time tells us beyond the shadow of
a doubt that the hand of God is in it.
VAST MINERAL WEALTH IN PALESTINE

There are supposed to be some forty-odd billions of tons of
salt in the waters of the Dead Sea. Long before God called Abra
ham from his tent to survey the land that was the inheritance of
his seed forever, the waters from the melting snows of Mount
Hermon and surrounding peaks were flowing down through
Galilee, into the River Jordan, and on to the sea which had no
outlet. Consequently, as the rays of the sun vaporized the mois
ture and lifted it to the clouds, to pour it as rain upon some
other place, the mineral salts in the Dead Sea became more and
more dense. Today this huge amount of valuable mineral deposit
is to be recovered and utilized. It is estimated by those who surely
ought to know that the wealth of the minerals in the waters of
the Dead Sea totals one trillion, two hundred and sixty-seven bil
lion dollars. Someone has said that if this estimate is true--and I
have seen it in print a number of times-there are more po
tential riches in the waters of the Dead Sea than the combined
wealth of the nations of the world.
Whether or not these figures are absolutely accurate, I sup
pose there is no way of knowing; but this we do know, that there
is enormous wealth stored up in this region. How wonderfully
God has prepared for this very day in giving the Jew this min
eral wealth, which will mean prestige among the nations, as well
as the means of rehabilitating the land. And besides all this, there
are also in this region deposits of sulphur, copper, coal, bitumen,
and oil. And many parts of Palestine have not yet been fully
surveyed for their potential wealth. Our God, who knows the
end from the beginning, has richly stored this land with all the
resources necessary for the maintenance of the host of His Chosen
People who will soon be re-gathered there.
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MIGHTY FEATS OF ENGINEERING IN PALESTINE

It seems rather strange to speak of the Palestine Hydro-elec
tric Corporation, and yet there is such a business enterprise in
that land. When we think of Jerusalem and Nazareth and Beth
lehem, we think of candlesticks and oil lamps, not of electric
lights and dynamos and high tension wires. But there is a great
plan on foot to harness the potential electric power of the waters
of the Jordan River, in order to supply the needs of all the in
dustries and cities of Palestine. Moreover, another undertaking is
projected whereby a tunnel some forty miles long is to be dug,
taking the waters of the Mediterranean Sea on to the Dead Sea,
some 1400 feet below sea level. This tunnel would pass directly
under Jerusalem and would make possible the irrigation of sev
eral thousand acres of now sterile land. This venture brings to
mind the prophecy in Zech. 14:8, which says that "living waters
shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the eastern
sea, and half of them toward the western sea: in summer and in
winter shall it be" (R. V.). This remarkable utterance will surely
be fulfilled in some way, when our Lord returns to receive the
kingdoms of the world, which are rightfully His.
ISRAEL'S FUTURE GLORY

1.

The New Birth of Israel at the Second Coming of Christ.

We have already referred in this lesson to the words of Zechariah,
when he said that Israel will "look upon" Him "whom they
have pierced" in that day when "his feet shall stand upon the
mount of Olives." That will be the long-looked-for day of our
Lord's appearing in power and great glory. And it was of this
day that Ezekiel wrote when he obeyed the voice of the Lord to
explain that the "breath" entering into the "exceeding great
army" of nationally resurrected Israel is none other than the
new life in Christ which she will receive from Him when He
comes again. All the efforts of the Zionist Movement are but
preparatory to the time when "a nation shall be born in a day."
When Israel looks up and sees her once rejected King, even Jesus,
she will receive Him, not only as King, but also as her Saviour
and Lord. And the remarkable achievements of the Jew in Pales
tine today are signs of God's working on behalf of Israel, prepar
ing her for His glorious appearing. Then God's ancient people
will see that the suffering Saviour foretold in the fifty-third
chapter of Isaiah was none other than Jesus, who bore "the print
of the nails in His hands"-for them and for all the world.
Wonderful it is for God to bring about, before our eyes today,
the reclamation of the land of Palestine; but far more wonder[14]

ful will be that miraculous act whereby He gives "breath"-His
own Holy Spirit-to a cleansed nation.
2. Future Israel-A United Nation with One King-Jesus.
As if to emphasize this marvelous prophecy once more-and it
is found literally hundreds of times in the Old and New Testa
ments-God gave yet another "sign" to Ezekiel in the verses
which follow the vision of the valley of dry bones and the inter
pretation thereof. It is "the sign of the two sticks." Let us read
to the end of the chapter to get the message (Ezek. 37:15-28).
You will remember that, after the death of Solomon, the
kingdom of Israel was divided, with Rehoboam and Jeroboam
ruling over the separate kingdoms. From that time on, Israel,
meaning the northern kingdom, had her kings; whereas Judah
also had hers. But in that day when Jesus comes again to be the
King of Kings, He will rule over a kingdom united forever. And
that is the message of "the sign of the two sticks." We quote only
selected portions of this long passage here:
"The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying,
Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write
upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel his compan
ions: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph,
the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his com
panions: and join them one to another into one stick; and they
shall become one in thine hand. And when the children of thy
people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us
what thou meanest by these? Say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God. . . Behold, I will take the children of Israel from
among the nations (R. V.), whither they be gone, and will
gather them on every side, and bring them into their own
land: and I will make them one nation in the land upon the
mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all:
and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be
divided into two kingdoms any more at all."

It is a wonderful picture! Read on in the verses which fol
low, telling of their "one shepherd" in that day; of their cleansed
hearts; of God's "covenant of peace" with them. And note the
closing words of the Lord, in this remarkable chapter:
"My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. And the nations
shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my
sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore."

Earlier in this lesson we called attention to God's oft
repeated "I will." Let me remind you once more to go back
and count the times His reassurance to His people occurs in these
two chapters of Ezekiel's prophecy alone. And let me remind
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you also that, when God promises to do a thing, it is as good as
accomplished. What a contrast between His infallible Word and
the vacillating, uncertain promises of men and governments and
nations. "The sure word of prophecy" will be fulfilled to the
very letter!
Moreover, world conditions today, the marked "signs of the
times," seem to point to the soon coming of the "Sun of right
eousness" who shall "arise with healing in his wings" (Mal. 4:2).
How our hearts yearn for that day-for distraught and suffering
Israel, as well as for the bleeding nations of the world!
Before that day comes, poor Israel must yet go through the
very darkest hour of her sad history. In our next lesson, we shall
consider further that time "of Jacob's trouble," as we see the
part which "the prince of Rosh" (Russia) will play, not only
in that "great tribulation," but also in his terrible conflict with
his Gentile foes. Meanwhile, will you be reading the thirty
eighth and thirty-ninth chapters of Ezekiel, asking God to pre
pare our hearts for these coming broadcasts?
And surely we who love Him shall not forget to pray for
His ancient people Israel, that many of them will be born again
in this day of grace, before the church is translated to be with
Hirn. Thank God! There will be many sons of Abraham in the
church, which is the "bride of Christ," to rule with Him in
glory! Shall we not pray that many more may be added to this
number in these trying days, when "men's hearts are failing them
for fear"? May the Lord make us missionary intercessors for His
ancient people--and for all those who sit in darkness.
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